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The Regular Meeting of the Cardinal Board of Education held at 6:00 p.m. on September 9, 2015, was 

attended by Ken Klima, Wendy Anderson, Nancy Ferguson, Andy Sefcik and Katie Thomas.  

 

Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Presentations: 

 

Geauga County Job and Family Services – Levy Presentation – Sara Shininiger and Amy Bursch (a Cardinal 

graduate with a child at Cardinal high school) talked about the upcoming levy on the ballot. Mrs. Bursch stated 

they are a Quad combined agency: Child Support Assistance, Workplace Program (youth program 14-21, job 

coach, mostly during the summer months), Social Services - child abuse/neglect monitoring, and Family First 

council. This levy is a five year levy for an additional .5 mills. This is not for salaries, it is for services to 

children and families. They had 502 placements of children and 99 were from Cardinal. The Help Me Grow – 

Teen Prep program teaches budgeting, parenting, schooling, job skills and more. They provide 24/7 on call 

services, a Social Services Supervisor and the Cope Line. Family First Council deals with placements 

recommended outside the family such as residential placement for behavioral issues. The currently .7 mill 

collected represents 4.97% of all county levies. Residential assistance can run between $24 and $450 a day and 

there is a tremendous increase in children in care facilities. 

 

Mrs. Shininiger added that parental drug and alcohol use has increased. There was an over 400% increase in 

children affected while in their care. $1.3 million plus is spent for treatment services. In 2014 the average 

number of kids in custody of the county was 66 per month and this has increased in 2015. When a child is in 

their care they are their responsibility. They are dealing with more complex issues with major residual effects 

throughout the community. Kids are aging out of foster care and are provided independent living skills to help 

make the next steps. The allocation from the state continues to be reduced although expenses continue to go up. 

This levy will cost $1.46 a month for every $100,000 in evaluation.  We try to give the children the additional 

care and support they need at the difficult times in their young lives. This levy is issue 30 on the ballot. 

 

Kent State Consolidation – Jarrod Tutor asked to come to the meeting so he could ask the Board’s permission to 

ask the state for money on their behalf. He passed out the requested resolution to the Board. There is a school 

consolidated study group that has been meeting about once a month for the last year. There is grant money they 

are looking into to help with the study of the possibility of a consolidated school district in conjunction with 

Kent State University, where he is the interim dean, and Geauga Growth Partnership.  This is the shared 

services part of the study and not the human resources part of the project. The State of Ohio has a great grant 

program for government efficiency. His job as the leader of the study group is to come to each of the three 

school boards and ask for support. The grant will help with some of the costs to do the study. Mrs. Thomas 

stated the study is already going on at Cardinal and asked Mr. Tudor to tell them about the phone survey and 

how it is progressing. Mr. Tudor said they haven’t gotten that far yet. They are working on the source 

interviews. They are soliciting three sources of information. One is the interviews that should be completed 

soon with business leaders and others. The second is a much broader survey of people who live in the various 

school districts and the third will be smaller focus groups. They are finishing the phone interviews next week. 

Mrs. Thomas stated Mr. Tudor and she have had discussions the last few months and one of the issues hanging 

around is information on the consolidation vote. She has heard confusing and conflicting information in 

regards to the vote, whether each district votes on their own, or we are all one voting pool. Can you tell us 

what you have learned from Becky Princehorn?  Mr. Tudor responded Becky Princehorn is our council from 

Brickler and Eckard in Columbus. We are entering into some new territory as the ORC is not very clear on this 

issue. She gave us her best opinion at that time. What Mrs. Thomas is referring to is when we go to the ballot 

how do we decide if we consolidate or not. It is based on all votes from all the districts across the board. A 

majority vote will decide if everybody is in or not. If two districts have a majority vote of yes and one district 
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has the majority vote of no, but the total majority is yes, then all three districts are in the consolidation. Mrs. 

Anderson stated Berkshire and Newbury could vote for it but Cardinal could vote no and if Berkshire and 

Newbury have enough people voting yes we could still be a part of it regardless. Mrs. Thomas stated she has 

concerns about getting information, especially since we have a split Board here about this issue. She called him 

specifically about the vote and he told her Cardinal would vote for themselves separately. Mr. Tudor stated that 

he wasn’t sure about it because Becky is the guru on this. He said intuitively it doesn’t make sense to him, but 

the state is saying if you want to go into uncharted waters, then you have to vote to go forward and let the chips 

fall where they may. But if you as a school board are too nervous about this, then don’t let it go forward to the 

ballot. Mrs. Thomas made it clear that we voted to continue to be a part of the process and to gather further 

information. At no point was the vote supposed to be that we supported a consolidation. Mr. Tudor said you 

were just voting to stay in and get information   Dr. Hunt wanted to clarify he put the resolution on the table is 

was the exact wording from the initial timeline. Mrs. Thomas read the resolution they voted on in June. Mrs. 

Thomas thought the language in the resolution they passed in June stated it needed to be approve by two or 

more districts. As a lay person she did not understand the language of the resolution.  If you as a lawyer didn’t 

understand the language and process how can we be expected to understand and vote on this process? Mr. 

Tudor said a lot of this stuff is difficult to understand since it just hasn’t been done before. At this point he 

would just hope that you would want to stay in the discussion. The timeline was put together a long time ago by 

Becky and we are very far behind.  Things have changed since then.  Mrs. Thomas said she is on the fence and 

she has been waiting for information to help her along. She is concerned, as well as those board members 

against this, that it seems we are in this and there is no way to get out. The study comes back and according to 

Burgess and Burgess the results show the people they talked to are in favor of this consolidation. They are not 

receiving any hard facts about the money and how much it costs in this survey. If it comes back favorable, but 

we do not agree, is there a way for us to stop this then or are we in it to the end? Mr. Tudor said the 

information from the survey is one small piece of information. It is important to know what is going on out 

there. If it is negative then it’s a done deal. If it is positive then we can move on to the next step which is the 

curriculum piece and how to broaden what we can give our students. Then we can move on to the funding 

aspect. Legislation is in the Ohio house right now and we have three supported legislators for this.  Mrs. 

Anderson asked if the grant they are applying for is paying for the survey.  Mr. Tudor stated Kent State is 

paying for the survey right now.  Mrs. Anderson felt the survey included very leading questions and very open 

ended. She does not know how they will be getting real answers. To get real answers you have to ask real 

questions and not open ended questions. The way the questions are written it looks like we are not doing great 

things here and we are. She feels the survey is shameful and you should start with the cash. You are not 

providing the necessary information to let the people know how much this is truly going to cost. None of the 

questions are allowing us to truly choose if we want to consolidate. No one has any real solid information to 

allow people to make informed decisions. There are several ways to consolidate a district and none of them are 

allowing us to say yes or no to consolidate and become East Geauga School District. She does not want to hear 

out there that we do not offer a good education at Cardinal and the only way to provide that is to consolidate. 

She believes that is incorrect. There is a lot of data out there that supports small districts compared to large 

consolidated districts.  Mr. Tudor stated he agrees with virtually everything that has been said here.  You are 

doing some wonderful things here. This might be a way of doing things even better than you have in the past. 

We have reviewed the questions in our group. Mrs. Anderson asked who did this survey, why did they decided 

on these questions, and who determined what was going to be asked.  Mr. Klima responded those questions 

were handed to us and he does not remember any discussion of what the questions would be. Mr. Tudor replied 

they were passed out via email so everyone had them. Mrs. Anderson said yes, but there was no discussion 

about the questions and what is needed to be asked. Just here they are. Bill Poole stated the questions are 

geared to get the answers you need to move forward and not the real opinion. Mrs. Anderson stated the 

understanding is you get the responses to this survey and then you will move to the next step. Mr. Tutor said the 

study group will decide what the next step is. Beth Foutty asked who is going to be involved as far as the 

community is concerned. Mr. Tudor said the next step will be the community portion and it will be open to 
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everybody. It will be online like survey monkey. Sarah Mast asked how the initial group was selected for the 

interview questions. Mr. Tudor said Burges and Burges has done this type of thing before. They looked for 

people who would best speak out about this issue based on their experience. There only will be 27 people 

questioned in the first round. They will form the survey questions based on the information gathered from the 

first part. The focus groups will have looser questions. Mrs. Anderson has a problem with so much information 

not being told to the people who this affects. You are not telling them that this will come down to a vote and 

their vote may not matter since it is an aggregate vote. Our tax payers need to know and understand what this 

project will cost them and how the vote will affect them right up front. They need to know this is a $100 million 

project and they will not only be paying for that through increased property taxes but they will be paying a 1% 

school district income tax as well. They deserve to know that information up front. Mr. Tudor stated we may 

find out in two or three months that is not going to work. And shared services might be the only way to go. Mrs. 

Anderson said it is a great concern that education is second. The survey is saying we can offer college ready 

plus and more and we are already doing that. She is concerned that the group heading this doesn’t even know 

what is currently going on in the districts, but they are making decisions for all. Mr. Tudor replied good point, 

maybe it is time to have public forums now. He understands the concerns, but this is at the very beginning. We 

are learning a lot in this process. Mrs. Anderson stated if you came to this board with these questions you 

would not have gotten out of the room with them in tack. She is against the survey and for Cardinal Schools. 

We need to focus on our kids here and give them an excellent education. Building a big new building isn’t 

giving the kids any better of an education with throwing the kids all together in large classrooms three miles 

down the road. She has yet to hear how this education process is actually going to be better for our kids. There 

is all this talk, but no real talk about the kids, all of the kids not just the top 10% - all of them. Mr. Tudor said 

everybody cares about the kids. There are three really great superintendents meeting with their boards to 

discuss things related to the kids. You get into education for the kids, not to get rich. Stacey Poole said as a 

parent and community member she wanted to let them know they are starting a petition to stop the merger for 

Cardinal. Bill Poole asked if Berkshire and Newbury have voted on this. Mr. Tudor said Berkshire has, but 

Newbury has not. Ms. Knuckles asked if they voted on this resolution because it says there are four school 

districts and there are only three. As of July 1 Ledgemont officially became Berkshire and Cardinal is not listed 

as one of the participating school districts at the top. This could make this resolution invalid since it is not 

accurate. Mr. Klima stated it would not be on the agenda until October. Mr. Sefcik got on the board for the 

kids. He doesn’t like the government meddling in our affairs, and people do not like to lose their jobs. It is all 

about money. No offense to the teachers, or other workers at the district, but you are upset about this because 

you could lose your jobs. He works at another district and he knows there are hardworking people and you do 

not want to lose your jobs. No one does. His job is to listen and keep an open mind as he wants what is best for 

the children. He personally thinks this just needs to be over with. We need to think of the kids first and 

foremost. Everyone thinks they know what is best, but this consolidation is not. Mr. Tudor stated one of the 

things you all can do is ask your Board to vote to get out of the consolidation tonight, and then that would be it. 

There seems to be two camps here – one is against it and one is in need of more information. The board can do 

it right now, but it can reopen the door if at some point you change your mind.  That possibility is there. Mr. 

Sefcik said after all of this time he thought this would be further along. He does not agree with the vote of the 

majority basically hoodwinking us to continue. It is frustrating. We have to take care of running are own house 

and this is a major distraction. Mrs. Thomas stated we have a PI levy we need to focus on.  Katrina King stated 

you say we can vote right now and be out of consolidation. She does not understand at what point we can 

continue to before we cross the line and hit the point of no return. Mr. Tudor said that point is hard to see at 

this time. We are still getting information and moving forward. Katrina King feels it can be misunderstood that 

if we studied it we are for it. We have no information that says if we like it based on the survey, but decide it is 

not for us, we can bow out. It is important to know how far we can go before we can say as a board we are not 

doing this. Mr. Klima added that back in June, Dr. Hunt, Mr. Tudor and he met on those very concerns. The 

group was working on what size building to build and they had concerns about our participation so they asked 

up to vote whether we wanted to continue or not so they could continue planning. To his knowledge they just 
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voted to continue to study the possibility of a consolidation. It seems they are a step further than expected. They 

did not agree to a consolidation. He feels some of the politicians are more forceful about this as he had an email 

forwarded to him quoting a local politician who said this will be called East Geauga Local Schools. He talked 

as if this was a done deal. Mr. Klima read what was said by Senator Ekland, that these schools should not be 

allowed to continue to operate individually and should be consolidated into one district. Mrs. Anderson agrees 

with Katrina about the point of no return. If this survey is step one, she is concerned with the next steps. Mrs. 

Ferguson questioned whether that was a legitimate quote since she has not heard that from him before. Mrs. 

Thomas said when she talked to Mr. Tudor about the fact we have a 2 mill levy on the ballot, you asked how 

you can help. She feels he just offered a suggestion. She has been trying to be open-minded about this, listening 

to and wanting the facts, so the vote does not side with those who have their own agenda. She prayed about the 

meeting tonight and feels she is at the end of her patience with this issue. It is important for us to pass this 2 

mill levy. She feels we need to cut ties right now and focus our attention on the 2 mill levy and HNF can get a 

new breath of fresh air. She feels the best thing for this 2 mill levy is for them to say thanks for your efforts, but 

no thanks. Many in the room clapped in support of that decision. Mr. Tudor left the meeting.   

 

Mr. Klima asked if the Board would like to entertain any further discussion among themselves and should we 

wait until the October business meeting to approve this request. Mrs. Thomas declared she would like it to be 

done now. Dr. Hunt said they could make a motion now using the wording from Mr. Tudor’s request and then 

add to it. Mr. Poole said from his experience you want to make two separate motions; one to opt out and one to 

not support the grant.  Mr. Klima said if they opt out they would not need to have the second motion. Mrs. 

Anderson said she would gladly make a motion to stop now. Mrs. Thomas said we need to be Huskie strong and 

stand together to pass this levy.  

 

Mrs. Anderson motioned and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion for Cardinal Local School District to opt out of 

the KSU Consolidation discussion. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye    Katie Thomas, aye      Nancy Ferguson, nay    Andy Sefcik, aye    

 

The room erupted in cheers and claps. Mr. Klima stated we are one step or one heartbeat away from being 

great. There has been a lot of emotion and passion on this side and now we can move forward. Let’s work 

together to bring us back to the glory from days gone by and make us strong for our kids. Mrs. Ferguson said 

she would like to make a statement just because she truly does believe long-term this would be the right 

direction.  In no way would she compromise in making Cardinal a good school and doing whatever is 

necessary for our kids. Please do not take her no vote as not supporting Cardinal. She is just looking in the 

future and she thinks this would have been a wonderful opportunity. 

 

Superintendent’s Report  

 

Action Items: 

 

Human Resources/Personnel         

Mrs. Thomas moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve the following personnel matters: 

New Employee, Probationary Contract per the OAPSE negotiated agreement for the 2015-16 school 

year effective August 1, 2015: 

 James Butvin, Bus Driver, Level 3, Step 0 

 Paula Callison, Bus Driver, Level 3, Step 0 

 Carrie Copeland, JES Lunch Monitor, Level 0, Step 1 
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Contract Adjustments: 

 Kristen McKnight, adjust placement on the salary schedule to BA+15, Step 1 

 Emily Pizzino, adjust placement on the salary schedule to BA+15, Step 0 

Supplemental Contract Adjustments: 

 Merry Lou Knuckles – Middle School Cheerleading Coach (Winter), Step 2 - .07 (split 

contract 50%) 

 Elizabeth Robinson – Middle School Cheerleading Coach (Fall), Step 0 - .03 (split contract 

50%) 

Supplemental Contract: 

 Joshua Esenwine, National Honor Society Advisor, .02 

Volunteer Coach  

 Brett Ambrose, High School Football 

Volunteer Intern 

 Jimmy Soltis, Athletic Department Intern for the 2015-16 school year 

Unpaid Leave 

 Debbie Yoder, effective October 26-29, 2015 

 

Dr. Hunt shared that he received a question in regards to the volunteer internship. We do not have paid 

internship roles in District. Mr. Soltis just finished his master’s degree in athletic administration and looking 

for a position. He had no real experience, so he asked Mr. Cardinal for an experience opportunity.  

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye    Nancy Ferguson, aye    Andy Sefcik, aye   Katie Thomas, aye 

 

New Bus Routes 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the new bus routes for the 2015-16 

school year. (Attachment A) 

 

Mrs. Ferguson asked if the routes are based on the new computerized program. Dr. Hunt responded yes but 

Diane is here so we can verify it with her.  Diane Baumgartner responded yes, she used the new system to set 

up the routes for this year. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye    Nancy Ferguson, aye    Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye    Ken Klima, aye     

Handbooks 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the following handbooks for the 2015-

16 school year: 

 JES/CIS (Attachment B) 

 CHS (Attachment C) 

 

Dr. Hunt stated the middle school handbook was not received. There were some changes to the CHS handbook 

and you have the replacement sheets, pages 14, 15 and 26 through 29. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Nancy Ferguson, aye    Andy Sefcik, aye    Katie Thomas, aye     Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye     
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Bus Rental – Pumpkin Festival 

Mr. Klima moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve Huntsburg Township to rent 2 small buses 

for the Pumpkin Festival on October 3rd & 4th, 2015, to transport people from the park to the town square.  They 

use our drivers and pay them for their time and mileage for the buses. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye     Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye       

 

Athletics Start-up Cash 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the addition of $500 in start-up cash for 

the Athletic Department. 
 

Dr. Hunt explained there was record breaking attendance at the home opener, over $5,000 in gate receipts. 

They ran out of cash and held up the lines trying to give change. Ms. Knuckles added we have a new automatic 

system and more people in attendance.  

 

Roll call vote: 

Katie Thomas, aye      Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye       

 

District Calendar 

Mr. Klima moved and Mrs. Ferguson seconded a motion to approve the updated District Calendar to reflect the 

addition of two Professional Development days and Early Release Wednesdays. (Attachment D) 

 

Dr. Hunt stated this did not get approved earlier. Mrs. Thomas asked for the Wednesday early releases to be 

explained. Dr. Hunt replied the OIP process includes implementation of teacher based teams. So to support the 

teacher development we are providing time for collaboration on those Wednesdays. Berkshire does this on 

Thursdays. In previous years we were able to request waiver days that added up to 32 hours of development for 

the teachers. With our movement from days to hours we have enough time in our schedules to provide this time 

off for teacher development. We have more hours than required by the state. The 43 hours on Wednesdays will 

be used for teacher based teams, building based teams, district leader teams, student assessment data, 

curriculum building and professional development. Mrs. Ferguson questioned the 2 hour time period when 

Berkshire only has 45 minutes. How do you account for this time and the two additional days of PD that are not 

Wednesdays? Dr. Hunt answered the two days were scheduled for UDL training before the early release days 

were decided upon. They will not be there next year. This is our first year of doing this and we will review it at 

the end for next year. Mr. Sefcik said with the two hour dismissal, the kids will not be in the buildings, right?  

Dr. Hunt replied we got some feedback and we will be holding study tables for those kids who are involved in 

sports so they are not on the streets until practice. We are looking at daycares to see if they could assist with 

afterschool care. We are looking at options. Mrs. Anderson sat in a seminar lead by Doug Delong, Berkshire 

Superintendent, and Nicole Kisek, who was a first year teacher at Berkshire at that time, in regards to these 

team meetings. They talked about “Johnny” and how he has the same issues in all classes and how the teachers 

were able to address the issues together. The teacher found the time to be very beneficial to work with the other 

teachers to be able to teach the individual student needs as well. She is very much for this time and the positives 

of this program. Mrs. Ferguson is concerned with young children and parents who work. The two hours could 

be a disruption. Dr. Hunt said he understands.  They researched the process and it is important, critical work. 

We will be collecting feedback and work to provide ways to help.  

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye       
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Special Education Service Contracts 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Ferguson seconded a motion to approve the following contracts to provide 

special education and certain related services for special needs students for the 2015-16 school year: 

 Beechbrook, four special needs students 

 Beachwood City Schools, two students in hearing impaired program 

 Bellefaire JCB (Monarch School), one special needs student 
 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye      Ken Klima, aye       

 

Donations 

Mr. Klima moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to accept the following donations: 

 Anonymous, college room size refrigerator to CMS ($40 value) 

 Eleanor Frantz, 5 American Flags to the school District 

 Eric Cardinal, 1 golf cart to the Athletic Department ($1,000 value) 

 Gold Key, school supplies to the school District (multiple sets of crayons, pencils, folders, 

notebooks) 

 Steve Smetana, “Field of Play”, turf for cheerleaders on the track, valued at $750. 

 

Mr. Poole asked Mr. Klima if the donation from Steve Smetana could be added the list of donations already on 

the agenda so it would be approved before the game on Friday when the cheerleaders will be using it. Mr. 

Klima agreed and it was added to the list. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye      Ken Klima, aye       

 

NEOLA Administrative Guidelines Updates – First Reading – Ms. Knuckles informed the Board a first 

reading of policies is not a motion item; it should have been an informational item.  Sorry this was not caught 

while putting the agenda together. 

 

Educational Service Center Contract 
Mr. Klima moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve Educational Service Center excess cost 

contracts for a total of $123,652.25:   

 

 Supervisor     $11,545.25 

 Autism/Behavioral Consultant   $10,400.00 (20 days) 

Vocational Supervisor    $  7,627.96            

OT Asst.     $49,558.76 

Speech Therapist-HS & MS   $44,519.88  

 

Dr. Hunt stated each year we have a contract with the ESC for these excess cost contracts. Last year we paid 

over $207,000 in excess cost contracts to the ESC. There has been a lot of talk with the Geauga districts about 

alignment with the ESC here or elsewhere as there has been concern about the excess costs. There is about an 

$84,000 difference this year.  Mrs. Ferguson said we are spending more with Cuyahoga. Are we shifting costs 

there? Ms. Knuckles replied the only thing she knows we have with the Cuyahoga ESC is the online school 

program, which is totally separate from the services from the ESC. Mr. Sefcik asked Ms. Knuckles if we could 

hire some of these services ourselves at a cheaper rate even with benefits, or is it better to go through the ESC. 
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Dr. Hunt stated Ms. Knuckles and he are working on a review of the services through excess costs and if it 

might be cheaper to hire our own.  

 

Roll call vote: 

Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye      Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye       

 

Rental Agreement 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve a rental agreement with Middlefield 

Village for $10,522 for the 2015-16 school year. (Attachment F) 

 

Dr. Hunt stated this is for recreational use of our facilities and is the same as last year. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Nancy Ferguson, aye    Andy Sefcik, aye    Katie Thomas, aye     Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye     

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Minutes 

Mrs. Thomas moved and Mr. Klima seconded the motion to approve the minutes for the August 12, 2015, 

regular meeting and the August 25, 2015, work session meeting. 

 

Ms. Knuckles stated there were a few grammatical corrections made after the minutes were provided to the 

Board. Mrs. Thomas asked for a new copy. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye       

 

Bills 

Mr. Sefcik moved and Mrs. Ferguson seconded a motion to approve the bills in the amount of $1,183,257.16 

(includes payroll) paid during August, 2015, and those necessary for September, 2015. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye       Ken Klima, aye       

 

Financial Reports 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the SM1, the Monthly Financial Reports 

and Cash Reconciliation for the month ending August 31, 2015, as submitted.  Also approve the amendments to 

the Certified Revenues and Appropriations for the month of August, and those amendments necessary for 

September.  General Fund Certified Revenues are $13,472,349. All Other Fund Certified Revenues are 

$3,623,854.71.  General Fund Appropriations are $13,551,449. All Other Fund Appropriations are 

$3,611,769.49. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye       Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye       

 

Interest Income 

The School District earned $643.83 in interest income for the month of August; fiscal year-to-date total is 

$1,195.23. Interest rates are: Middlefield Bank – 0.30%. 
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Fund Transfers  

Mr. Klima moved and Mr. Sefcik seconded a motion to approve the following transfers from the General Fund 

to: 

General Fund – Energy Conservation scc  $83,792 

  School Bus Fund – Lease Payments   $98,000 

  Food Service      $50,000 

 

Ms. Knuckles explained the $83,792 is for the debt payment and the $50,000 is for deficit cash in the food 

service fund. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye       Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye       

 

Permanent Appropriation Resolution 

Mrs. Ferguson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the Permanent Appropriation Resolution 

to be approved by October 1st and submitted to the County Auditor’s office by the October deadline as required 

by law. General Fund Appropriations are $13,551,449. All Other Fund Appropriations are $3,611,769.49. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Katie Thomas, aye       Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye       

 

Certificate of Estimated Resources 

Mr. Sefcik moved and Mrs. Ferguson seconded a motion to approve the Certificate of Estimated Resources to 

be approved by October 1st and submitted to the County Auditor’s office by the October deadline as required by 

law. General Fund Certified Revenues are $13,472,349. All Other Fund Certified Revenues are $3,623,854.71. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye        

 

Then and Now’s 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the Then and Now’s for services 

provided by the Geauga County ESC and not received in a timely manner. 

 3rd & 4th quarter related services, $107,798.77.  

 4th quarter STARS program, $70,474.53 

  May 2015 Core classroom costs, $27,441.03 

 Beech Brook services, $1,463.36 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye       Ken Klima, aye       

 

 

Hearing of the Public:    

 

Bill Poole – Thanked the Board for reconsidering the consolidation issue. 

 

Laura Duncan – She went to the open house at the high school before the football game, and it was very nice 

but it not well attended. What did you get as a response from the open house? Dr. Hunt said there were folks in 

attendance but did not hear anything about it. Mrs. Duncan stated only two doors were open and only two 
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teachers were there, the French teacher and the senior English teacher. Dr. Hunt said the open house was not 

the traditional meet the teacher night. Mr. Duncan expected staff to be there and greet the people. That did not 

occur. There is a lot of apathy from the parents. Mr. Klima stated he has not heard anything about parental 

complaints. Mrs. Duncan, as an older Huskie, was disappointed more people were not there to see how the 

school looks. It looks great. Mr. Duncan said the middle school open house was well attended, and asked is that 

how it goes. Mrs. Anderson said the older your kids get the less the parents attend, historically.  Her 

understanding was the staff was outside at the cookout. Dr. Hunt said it was a dual purpose evening, to invite 

people on campus prior to the home game and to provide hotdogs and food. Kim Richards stated ¾’s of the 

staff was outside cooking and serving. The office staff was in the office and the principal was cooking hotdogs. 

Mrs. Duncan felt they should have been greeted when they came in the building as a future suggestion. Also she 

was curious, knowing you may not have the numbers on hand now, how many teachers live in the District and 

can vote in the levy. Dr. Hunt said he did not know.  Mrs. Duncan wants someone to get the figure to them. Ms. 

Knuckles stated from past levies the teachers have been very supportive whether they lived here or not. She 

wanted to say this in support of the teachers, they have helped with calls and other things and she is sure they 

will be out there supporting it again. The classified staff is more likely to live here than the teachers and she 

does not want it to seem like if they don’t live here they don’t support the levy because they do.  

 

Sharon Casavecchia – She teaches 7th grade science and recently moved to Middlefield. She shared a story 

related to the JFS levy. She is working with a small group on academic success in her classroom and it is hard 

to feel successful when you do not have things needed when you come to school and you are not confident 

about who you are. She was sitting next to a little girl as they were working and she commented about the 

eraser she had. The little girl said “Oh, I got that from JFS, and she got this and that as well. And my haircut is 

new and I got it through JFS.” She was excited about the things she got; the same things we take for granted. It 

was awesome! She just wanted to give them a shout out about the great things they give to the kids.  

 

Information: 

 

First Reading of Policy Updates – Board received policy updates to be voted on in October. Mrs. Ferguson 

asked how often these are updated.  Dr. Hunt replied they are modified quarterly. 

 

Meetings: 

 

PI Levy Meeting – We are in need of folks outside of the Board, the Superintendent and the Treasurer to chair 

the committees. We need help with the levy campaign. The meeting is September 22, 2015 at 7 p.m.  Mrs. 

Thomas has put together some information with the help of Roxanne Miller. She is very thankful for her help 

and introduced her and her mother Gilberta Towne who were in the audience tonight.  

 

Small Schools Collaborative – Dr. Hunt will be attending this meeting on October 22, 2015 at 7 p.m. 

Legislative Update: 

 

Mrs. Anderson reported there was not much going on right now. Dr. Hunt stated he is meeting with other 

entities due to the changes and phasing out of the TTP revenues. We are slated to lose $234,000 for FY 2017. 

The only way to regain that money would be to overturn the veto. We as a group are asking the local politicians 

to look into this. He will keep everyone posted on this issue. 

 

Auburn Career Center:  

 

Mr. Klima reported the driveway and landscaping projects are completed. They awarded a $1 million contract 

for an addition to the tech building to include more classrooms.  
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Adjournment: 

 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 

 

Roll call vote: unanimous yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________   _____________________________________ 

                 Kenneth Klima, President                                             Merry Lou Knuckles, Treasurer 


